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BY  THE^SENATE. 

March  6,  1858. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  order, 

C.  HARWOOD,  Secreurj. 


COMMUNICATION, 

FROM  Tlia 

BOARD  OF  COMiMISSIONERS 


Of 


PUBLIC    WORKS 


COMMUNICATIOX 


To  the  Honorable, 

The  General  AsseirMy  of  Maryland : 

In  compliance  with  a  constitutional  duty,  and  in  imm<j- 
diate  response  to  the  order  uf  the  Senate,  the  undersigned, 
two  oi  the  Comniisioners  of"  Public  Works  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  respectfully  submit  the  followinj^  report. 

Having  but  j-ecentiy  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  olhce. 
and  only  a  few  days  ago  obtained  access  to  the  record  of  pro- 
ceedings of  their  }>redecesH()rs  ;  and  having  had  but  one  otH- 
cial  interview  wit]i  their  colleagues,  the  undersigned  regret 
their  inability  in  mahing  this  report,  to  avail  of  the  larger 
experience  and  coinvirehensive  knowledge,  posseted  by  their 
absent  colleagues,  toucliing  the  ini^erest  of  the  fctate  in  the 
w(»rkK  of  Internal  Improvement,  in  which  the  State  is  inte- 
rested as  a  stockholder  ur  creditor.  But,  in  so  fiar  as  they 
have  examined  into  the  conditii>n  and  business  of  these  wurks, 
they  ar«'  of  opinion,  that  no  legislation  respecting  tin*  State's 
interest  therein,  is  at  ]jresent  called  foi-,  or  necess.iry  t«)  be 
recommended. 

The  completion  of  the  western  connections  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad,  open  up  a  prospect  of  immense 
usefulness  and  profit  tu  that  great  work  ;  and  the  time  is 
foreseen,  wlien  the  State's  investment  in  the  stock,  already 
productive,  will  be  re-imbursing.  A  careful  review  of  the 
rates  of  tolls,  may  hereafrerj  disclose  the  propriety  ol*  some 
modifications,  but  from  the  information  afforded,  the  tolls 
appear  to  be  equitable,  and  generally  free  from  partial  dis- 
crimination or  jiopuhir  complaint.  The  undersigned  nr.te  with 
pleasure,  that  their  predecessors  hove eudeavojed,  in  thia  con- 
nection, to   promote    the   agricultiiro   of  the   State,  and.  -ia 


carrying  out  the  policy  thus  initiated,  they  will  maintain  a 
jealous  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  agriculturits  of  Mary- 
land, who  have  been  heavily  taxed  for  the  construction  of 
these  Public  Works. 

The  financial  and  working  condition  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  are  alike  deplorable.  For  the  first  time  in  five 
years,  the  current  expenses  of  the  Canal  Company,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  December  31st,  IBS'/,  exceeded  its  revenues. 
The  excess  for  that  year  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  forty  nine 
cents. 

The  undersigned  submit,  as  a  part  of  this  report,  the  ac- 
companying statements,  numbered  from  one  to  four  inclu- 
sive, which  show  the  condition  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company  on  the  first  day  of  January  last.  They  are 
compiled  from  official  sources  by  W.  S.  Kinggold,  Esq., 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Company. 

No.  1  Exhibits  the  Indebtedness  of  the  Company  accord- 
ing to  priority. 

.No.  2  Exhibits  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures,  for  the 
year  1857. 

No.  3  Exhibits  the  Receipts  and  Payments,  for  the  year 
1857. 

No.  4  Exhibits  the  Total  Current  Expenses,  for  the  year 
1857. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  disastrous  year  last  past, 
the  enormous  sum  of  eighty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  were  expended  for  extraordi- 
nary repairs,  caused  by  various  breaches  to  Dams  No.  4  and 
No.  5,  and  other  casualities  to  the  work.  When  the  masonry 
dams  now  under  construction,  shall  be  completed,  and  the 
undersigned  are  credibly  informed  that  the  dams  can  be  fin- 
ished, within  the  current  year,  at  a  cost  of  about  one  hundred 
thousad  dollars,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  ex- 
pended upon  them,  a  recurrence  of  the  disasters,  which  have 
entailed  the  bulk  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  spoken  of, 
need  not  be  apprehended.  The  cost  of  the  masonry  dams, 
now  being  constructed,  can  be  defrayed,  it  is  believed  out  of 
the  accruing  revenues  for  the  year.  Other  improvements,  to 
be  gradually  made  in  course  of  two  or  three  years,  without 
interrupting  the  navigation,  and  deemed  requisite  to  make 
the  Canal  fully  reliable  and  effective,  involve  an  estimated 
total  cost  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  like 
manner  out  of  accruing  revenues. 

The  undersigned  will  be  assidious  to  prevent  a  competi- 
tion in  the  rates  of  tolls  between  the  Internal  Improvement 
Companies,  that  may  prove  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
iState. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Conmiissioners  of  Public  Works,  held 
on  the  third  day  of  February  1858,  ten  Directors  in  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  three  Directors  in 
the  Annapolis  and  Elkridge  Railroad  Company,  were  re- 
spectively appointml  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  in  these  works. 

t^ince  the  first  election  under  the  present  Constitution  of 
Maryland,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  have  kept  a 
record  of  their  proceedings,  hut  the  undersigned  are  not 
aware  that  their  precessors,  or  any  of  them,  have  ever  made 
to  the  General  Asemhly,  the  Report  required  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  seventh  Article  of  the  Constitution. 
All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted, 

FREDERICK  SCHLEY, 
Comm'r.  Puh.  Works,  First  Dist.  of  Md. 

II.  R.  REYNOLDS, 
Comm'r.  Pub.  Works,  Third  Dist.  of  Md. 
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